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THE 


STATE 


OF    THE 


NATION,    &c. 


WHEN  a  Kation  has  been  terrified  with 
falfe  Alarms,  the  Credit  of  true  ones 
will  gradually  diminifh.  Time,  which 
difcovers  Truth,  makes  us  afhamed  of  groundlefs 
Fears.  But  the  Experience  of  twelve  Months  part: 
has  iTiewn,  that  Time  is  not  our  only  Reliance  in 
this  Cafe.  It  requires  Thought  and  Recollection, 
to  refill  the  Impreflion,  which  Men  in  a  Panic  make 
Upon  each  other. 

We  have  long  been  apprehenfive  of  an  Invafiori 
from  France.  Repeated  Accounts  from  the  French 
Coaft  have  confirmed  our  Fears.  The  Govern- 
ment has  wifely  prepared  for  the  Reception  of  the 
Enemy.  But,  even  the  Armaments  for  our  De- 
fence have  heightened  our  Senfe  of  the  Danger. 
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As  there  are  not  many,  who  look  farther  than 
their  own  perfonal  Concerns,  it  is  Matter  of  no 
great  Aftoniihment,  that  fo  many  fliould  be  milled 
in  what  feems  to  concern  them,  only  in  common 
with  their  Country.  And  as  it  is  unnatural  to  fome 
Men,  and  unpleafant  to  others,  to  think  and  re- 
fled,  the  greater  Part  of  us  have  chofen,  rather  to 
be  frightened  out  of  their  Senfes,  than  to  harafs 
their  Minds  with  Inquiries  into  the  real  State  of  the 
Danger. 

However,  the  Bulk  of  Mankind  do  not  defervc 
the  Ridicule,  to  which  the  Event  in  thefe  Cafes 
may  feem  to  expofe  them.  Very  few  of  us  know 
much  of  the  internal  Strength  of  both  Nations  ; 
whether  the  French  are  in  Condition  to  attempt  an 
Invafion  ;  and  how  far  the  prefent  State  of  this 
Kingdom  favours  the  Defign  ;  yet  both  thefe  Quef- 
tions  fhould  be  afl^ed,  before  we  terrify  ourfclves 
and  others,  with  Dangers  which  may  prove  imagi- 
nary. 

Whilst  every  real  Friend  to  his  Country  will  con- 
tibute  his  Share  towards  averting  the  Evils  he  ap- 
prehends, it  may  be  of  fome  Ufe  to  lay  before  the 
Public  fuch  Confiderations,  as  may  diflipate  the 
Fear.  There  is  Merit  in  not  defpairing  of  the 
Commonwealth  ;  and  tho'  every  Man  may  be  mif- 
taken,  in  progn.oflicating  Contingencies  ;  yet  the 
Miflakes,  which  are  founded  in  Candour  and  Be- 
nevolence, and  tend  to  cherifh  and  comfort  a  whole 
Nation,  are  at  leaft  intituled  to  Pardon. 

How  far  the  French  are  in  Condition  to  attempt 
an  Invafion,  is  befl:  known  to  thofe  great  Perfon- 
ages  among  us,  who  are  minutely  acquainted  v/ith 
the  Secrets  of  the  French  Cabinet,  with  the  State  of 
the  Finances,  of  the  Army,  and  the  Navy  of  France. 
They  know  as  well,  what  Schemes  the  Enemy 
is  meditating,  and  capable  of  executing,  as  what 
Meafures  it  is  right  and  expedient  for  themfelves  to 
take.     But  this  Knowledge,    which  our  Minifters 
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undoubtedly  poflefs  in  a  confummate  Degree,  will 
not  alone  determine  the  Point.  The  Queflion  will 
ftill  remain.  Whether  this  Kingdom  be  the  proper 
Spot  for  the  Exertion  of  the  Power  of  France? 
Unlefs  this  fhould  appear,  from  a  View  of  the 
Temper  and  Difpofition  of  our  own  People,  from  the 
State  of  the  Government,  and  ihc  Charadters  of 
■  thofe  who  adminifter  it,  our  Fears  will  make  as 
indifferent  a  Figure,  before  the  Invafion,  as  Pufil- 
lanimity  would,  after  the  Enemy  is  landed. 

The  Circumftances,  requifite  to  fit  a  Nation  for 
Submifllon  to  an  Invader,  are  full  as  many  in  Nutff- 
ber  as  thofe  which  are  requifite  to  make  a  vigorous 
Defence.  The  Nation  rauft  be  in  great  Meafure 
defencelefs.  Her  Troops  mufb  be  imaginary, 
Paper-Troops,  which,  though  it  is  become  a  mi- 
litary Term,  is  found  by  Experience  to  be  not 
quite  fo  fignificant  in  War,  as  in  Peace. 

The  Invader  mufl:  have  fome  Reliance  upon  a 
confiderable  Number  of  the  People.  He  mud 
know  their  Paflions  to  be  alienated  from  their  Coun- 
try, from  the  Conftitution  and  the  Government  of 
it.  He  mud  be  well  affured  of  a  Difpofition  to  re- 
ceive them  as  a  Deliverer,  efpecially  in  an  Ifland  ; 
for  he  cannot  hope  for  Succefs,  where  he  is  univer- 
fally  confidered  as  an  Enemy. 

Or  the  whole  Body  of  the  People  mud  be  fo 
notorioufly  corrupt,  as  to  be  ripe  for  a  Sale  of  their 
Country.  The  Leaders  muft  be  mercenary,  and 
the  Nation  in  general  muft  be  venal,  before  the 
Enemy  can  make  an  Imprellion.  This  Venality 
muft  be  attended  with  fuch  a  Degree  of  Stupidity, 
as  hinders  them  from  comparing  the  Price  with  the 
Pnrchafe.  They  muft  be  ready  to  facrifice  any 
thing  but  their  Lives  and  perfonal  Profpeds,  to 
fome  immediate  infamous  Advantage. 

Besides  all  this,  the  Invader  muft  depend  not 
only  upon  the  Venality  of  the  Leaders,  but  upon  the 
natural  Difpofition  of  fome  of  them,  whether  it  be 
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founded  in  the  Prejudices  of  Education,  or  in  Here- 
ditary Prejudices,  or  in  an  Ambition,  wliich  cannot 
be  fully  gratified  without  a  Revolution.  He  mud 
depend  too  upon  the  Temper  of  a  great  Number  of 
the  People,  either  as  fenfible  of  fome  legal  Oppref- 
fion,  or  as  difpofed,  by  an  Indifference,  ftudioufly 
inculcated,  to  their  own  Conftitution,  to  embrace 
with  Alacrity  the  Changes  he  promifes  to  intro-- 
duce. 

And  thofe,  whom  he  corrupts,  muft  be  dealt 
with  before-hand.  The  Bargain  muft  be  concerted 
by  Emiflaries.  A  Correfpondence  muft  be  carried 
on  by  Connivance ;  for  it  can  hardly  efcape  Difco- 
very,  unlefs  it  has  been  previoufly  carried  on  with 
thofe,  who  may  have  Power  to  prevent  the  De- 

These,  and  many  other  Difficulties,  would  dif- 
courage  a  Nation  of  Heroes  from  embarking  an 
Army.  And  will  it  be  faid,  that  this  is  a  genuine 
Defcription  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain  ?  It 
could  not  decently  be  faid,  if  it  were  true.  But 
as  it  IS  notorioully  the  Reverfe  of  the  Charadler  of 
this  Nation,  what  Apology  fhall  we  make  for  thofe, 
who  are  anxious  about  Dangers,  which  muft  hav^e 
fome  fuch  Foundation,  as  the  State  of  Things  her^ 
reprefented,  before  they  can  really  exift. 

However,  fome  Allowance  muft  be  made  for 
natural  Timidity,  and  fome  for  that  contagious 
Kind,  which  is  too  rapid  in  its  Progrefs,  to  admit  of 
Refledtions  upon  the  internal  State  of  the  Kingdom. 
I  ftiall,  therefore,  inftead  of  reproaching  my  Coun- 
trymen, comfort  them,  with  the  cleareft  Evidence, 
that  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  Ene- 
my ;  for  a  People  fo  difpofed,  and  fo  circumftanced, 
as  this  Nation  will  appear  to  be,  wjU  not  probably 
be  Conquered,  though  they  fhould  be  Invaded. 

There  are  not  many  Nations  more  inflexibly 
Uncorrupt,  than  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland. 
Whether  it  be  the  Effc(5t  of  Trade,  or  of  the  Pros- 
perity 


[   7   ] 

perity  which  follows  it,  the  People  are  mighty  little 
acquainted  with  Indirect  Ways  of  acquiring  Wealth, 
Hence  it  is  our  Happinefs,  that  they  have  the  Elec- 
tion of  their  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament.  Fo- 
reigners (land  amazed  to  fee  the  Difintereflednefs, 
which  diflinguifhes  the  Nation  on  fuch  Occafions, 
it  being  not  only  certain,  that  there  are  very  few 
Inftances  of  Corruption  upon  Record,  but  that 
even  the  Sufpicion  of  it  is  guarded  againfl,  by  the 
Multitude  of  Oaths  that  are  taken.  That  Gentle- 
men are  very  ambitious  of  the  Honour  of  reprefent- 
ing  fo  pure  and  upright  a  Body  of  Men,  is  not  at 
all  inconfiftent  with  this  Charader  of  the  People  ; 
for  the  Candidate  never  ventures  to  build  his  Hopes 
of  Succefs,  in  Publick  at  leaft,  upon  any  other 
Ground,  than  a  ftrong  Profeflion,  fubfcribed  by 
himfelf,  of  his  invariable  Attachment  to  the  Jntereft 
of  his  Country. 

From  the  Ele<flors  let  us  turn  our  Eyes  to  the 
Elected.  Their  Truft  being  of  a  Nature  highly 
Valuable,  they  have  no  fooner  eftimated  it  duly, 
than  they  refolve  to  Difcharge  it.  In  order  thereto, 
they  weigh,  with  the  clofefl:  Attention,  and  the 
pureft  Impartiality,  every  the  mod  remote  Argit* 
ment  relating  to  national  Points,  before  they  deter- 
mine, on  which  Side  it  becomes  them  to  Vote. 
The  Fatigue  of  Attendance  may  impair  the  Judg- 
ment, and  the  Perplexity  of  Arguments  may  fome- 
times  keep  the  Underftanding  in  Sufpence;  but 
the  Merit  is  the  greater,  when  upon  a  Divilion  it 
appears,  that  the  Queflion  hath  been  Rightly  de- 
cided, by  an  eminent  Majority.  This  compen- 
fates  for  all  the  Patience  requifite  to  l:ear  the  Argu- 
ments, which  are,  Ineffedually,  urged  by  the 
Minority. 

If  the  Great  and  Powerful  fhould  chance  to  have 
a  favorite  Point  to  carry,  they  can  have  but  one 
Method  of  fupporting  it,  the  Weight  and  Solidity 
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of  their  Reafbns.  It  would  be  the  greatefl  of  all 
Abfurdities,  to  fuppofe  a  faithful  Reprefentative  of 
the  People  inflaenced  by  Hope  or  Fear.  The  Proofs 
which  are  laid  before  him  mufl  Overpower  him, 
before  he  alTents,  for  his  Judgment  cannot  yield  to 
trifling  Arguments. 

But  if  there  were  in  his  Mind  fome  latent  In- 
firmity, which  might  incline  him  to  an  open  undue 
Influence,  yet  the  Qntftion  could  not  be  afFeded  by 
fuch  Infirmity,  unlefs  he  had  a  Standard  to  refort 
to.  The  Hands,  from  which  only  the  Temptation 
could  proceed,  will  not,  ProfefTedly,  adminifter  it, 
Themfelves  and  their  Meafures  being  fuperior  to 
any  fuch  Support. 

Nor  would  the  Fear  of  Difpleafure  be  better 
grounded,  than  the  Hope  of  Reward.  The  Parlia- 
ment being  free,  every  Member  of  it  is  fo.  And 
as  no  one  can  be  faid  to  have  received  or  expecfted 
any  Emolument,  in  Confideration  for  his  Vote ;  fo 
neither  can  it  be  affirmed,  that  any  one  has  been 
removed  from  an  Office  of  Truft,  or  Profit,  or 
Honour,  in  Confequence  of  his  Parliamentary  Con- 
dud. 

If  future  Hifl:orians  do  Jufhice  to  our  Days,  we 
fhall  make  a  noble  Figure  in  the  Eyes  of  Pofterity. 
Whilft:  the  King  of  France  is  baniOiing  his  Parlia- 
ment, for  contravening  his  Will  and  Pleafure,  a 
Britilh  Senate  continues  fo  unmolefted  in  the  Li- 
berty of  fpeaking,  that  Men  in  Power,  far  from 
refenting,  magnanimoufly  approve  of  the  Refolu- 
tions  taken,  after  a  long  and  warm  Debate. 

This  uncorrupt  State  of  the  Parliament  renders 
that  auguft  Body  univerfally  refpeded.  Their  Re- 
folutions  are  in  themfelves  an  Evidence  of  the  Rec- 
titude of  a  Meafure  ;  and  it  is  no  fmall  Comfort  to 
thofe,  who  have  not  Underflanding  to  fee  the  va- 
rious Utilities  of  Parliamentary  Proceedings,  that 

they 
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tViey  have  fuch  abundant  Reafon  to  confide  In  the 
Wifdom  and  Integrity  of  their  Keprefentaiives. 

Hence  the  whole  Nation  wears  one  general  A(^ 
pedt  of  Contentment.  The  Increafe  of  a  Debt  of 
Eighty  Millions,  gives  not  indeed  to  univerfal  a  Sa- 
tisfaction, as  might  aiife  from  the  Reduction  of  a 
Tax  ;  but  the  lefs  the  Reafons  in  Cafes  of  that  Kind 
are  underftood,  the  ftronger  is  the  Confidence  in 
thofe,  who  Ad  and  Reafon  above  the  Reach  of 
vulgar  Capacities. 

Some  Meafures  will  perplex  the  Judgments  of 
the  mod  pailive  Oblervers  of  public  Tranfa<ftions. 
It  is  not  an  eafy  Matter,  for  Inftance,  to  compre- 
hend the  Utility  of  the  late  Treaty  with  Rujfia. 
That  55,QOO  Men  are  hired  to  invade  and  plunder 
the  Territory  of  an  Ally,  may  be  very  Wife  and 
Politic  \  but  the  Wifdom  and  Policy  of  it  are  not 
immediately,  at  firfl  Sight,  obvious.  That  a  fub- 
fequent  Treaty  is  concluded  with  that  Ally,  to 
render  thofe  55,000  Men  ufelefs,  gives  (bmewhat 
more  Light  into  the  Matter,  but  ftill  leaves  the 
Queftion,  in  lome  Degree,  undecided,  why  they 
were  ever  hired?  That  79,000  Men  are  con- 
fidered  as  the  neceflary  Eritifh  ^lota^  towards  the 
Defence  of  any  Part  of  the  Empire,  is  a  difficult 
Problem.  How  twelve  Ships  of  the  Line  fhall  be 
fpared,  in  return  for  1 2,000  Men,  and  how 
140  000  Pounds  annually  fhall  be  paid  for  only  the 
Promife  of  67,000  Men,  at  a  Time,  when  our 
Credit  is  fomcwliat  ftretched  in  the  Loan  of  no 
more  than  two  Millions,  for  neceffuy  5;/V//7^  Pur- 
pofes,  is  not  perfetfly  clear  and  int(  lligiblc.  But 
there  is  one  Argument,  which  quiets  the  Minds  of 
a  People,  fo  unanimoully  difpofed  to  Conteniinent. 
The  Treaties  with  RuJfia  and  Ucjfe  CoJf-'U  have  re- 
ceived the  Approbation  of  as  ^minknt  a  Majority, 
as  could  have  been  wiflied,  had  their  Utilities  been 
much  more  Manifeft. 

This 
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This  contented  State  of  the  Nation  is  not  in  the 
lead  a  Matter  of  Wonder,  if  we  confider  how  ftridt 
a  Regard  is  paid  to  the  Interefts  of  the  People,  in 
Inftances,  which  may  in  the  leafl  afFedt  their  confti- 
tutional  Rights.  Fundamental  Laws  are  treated  as 
Sacred  and  Inviolable.  No  public  Perfons  will 
venture  to  give  their  Aflent  to  a  Breach  of  them, 
or  of  any  Claufe  in  them,  whilft  Parliaments  fub- 
fift ;  it  being  extremely  perilous  for  the  greateft 
Subject  to  fall  under  the  Difpleafure  of  thofe  jealous 
AlTertors  of  the  Rights  of  the  People. 

The  publick  Money  is  fcrupuloully  applied  to 
the  Ufes  to  which  it  is  appropriated.  Even  in  a 
real  Exigency,  a  Mifapplication  would  not  be  ha- 
2arded;  and  confequently  in  a  Cafe  where  the 
Exigency  is  doubtful,  the  Payment  would  be  de- 
ferred, till  the  Reprefentatives  of  thofe,  whofe 
Money  it  is,  had  been  regularly  confulted.  If  any 
great  Officer  of  the  Revenue  fhould  with-hold  his 
Concurrence  from  a  contrary  Meafure,  he  would 
not  only  receive  the  Applaufe  of  the  People,  but 
his  Fidelity  would  naturally  be  rewarded  by  ftrong 
Marks  of  the  Favour  of  the  Crown. 

The  only  Recommendation  to  an  Office  of  Trull 
IS  the  Qualification  of  the  Candidate.  Indeed 
Candidates  are  not  very  numerous.  The  Crowds, 
which  are  oblerved  to  attend  the  Levees  of  the 
Great,  are  led  thither  by  mere  perfonal  Devotion 
and  Refped.  There  is  a  Pleafure  in  admiring  an 
exalted  Charader  ;  and  thofe  who  have  a  Tafhe  for 
heroic  Virtues,  take  fuch  Opportunities  of  gratify- 
inw  it.  Men  of  Merit  are  fought  out,  and  dragged 
from  their  Obfcurity,  to  be  WitnefTes  of  the  difm- 
terefled  Difpofition  of  public  Favours.  Promifes 
are  very  feldom  made,  ani  when  made,  are  moft 
religioufly  oblerved  ;  it  being  needkfs  to  gain 
Friends  by  a  Traffic  widi  Words,  when  the  good 
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Will  of  the  whole  Nation  is  fo  effed^ually  fecured 
by  Meafures 

As  Men  of  Merit  increafe,  it  is  fit  there  fhould 
be  a  proportionable  Increafe  of  Rewards.  And  tho* 
this  may  chance  to  be  attended  with  the  Inconve- 
nience of  dividing  an  Office,  in  a  Country  where 
Offices  are  (o  unlufferably  fcarce,  yet  a  Step  oF  that 
Kind  is  never  taken,  without  the  inofl   tender  Re- 

Pard  to  thofe  Fundamental  Laws,  which  fecure  the 
eople  againll  an  Increafe  of  the  Power  of  the 
Crown. 

The  Adminiftration  confifts  of  Men  of  the  Pureft 
Morals,  of  the  Greateft  Fortunes,  of  the  mod  Dif- 
tinguifhed  Abilities,  and  of  the  foundtft  Principles 
in  the  Kingdom.  The  great  Minds,  which,  with 
a  perfedt  Harmony  and  Union,  compofe  the  Mi- 
niftry,  will  immediately  dilcern,  that  this  is  not 
meant  to  flatter  them.  They  never  ftruggled  for 
power,  and  were  never  tenacious  of  it.  It  de- 
volved into  their  Hands,  in  the  natural  Courfe  of 
Things  ;  and  whenever  it  Aides  out  of  their  Hands, 
the  Change  too  will  be  natural,  for  no  Ad  of  theirs 
will  be  wilfully  calculated  tof'rward  it. 

Thky  have  the  Aihftance  of  the  ableft  Men  in 
every  Profcffion,  particularly  in  that  honourable 
Profeffion,  without  the  Help  of  which  Laws  might 
be  mifinterpreted  by  the  mere  Rules  of  commf)n 
Senfe.  For  it  is  fcarce  credible,  how  m.uch  the 
right  Interpretation  of  Laws  depends  upon  a  Habit 
of  diftinguifliing,  and  fbmetimcs  in  Ca(es,  where 
the  Diftindfion  doth  not  arile  to  vilibly  from  a  real 
Difference  in  the  Subjcdft,  as  from  the  Acutenefs  of 
thofe,  whofe  Province  it  is  to  fplit  Words,  and 
annihilate  a  plain  Argument,  by  Dint  of  Refine- 
ment. 

THii  Execution  of  Laws  is  as  inflexibly  Rigid, 
as  the  Manner  of  interpreting  them  is  Critic^illy 
Nice.     No  Offender  of  any  Kind  has  a  Chance  to 
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efcape  the  utmofl:  Severities  of  a  Profecutlon.  Nei- 
ther his  Power,  nor  his  Connexion  with  Men  in 
Power,  will  in  the  leaft  avail  him  ;  for  the  Executi- 
on of  his  Sentence  cannot  depend  upon  any  other 
Confideration,  than  the  Nature  and  Circumftances 
of  his  Crime.  This  undeviating  Juftice  with  re- 
fpedt  to  Criminals,  is  in  fome  Degree  felt  by  im- 
moral Men  in  general.  Profligates  of  every  Kind, 
even  in  high  Life,  are  fo  much  difcountenanced, 
that  an  immoral  Character  would  meet  with  as  cool 
a  Reception  at  a  Levee,  as  an  Infignificant  one. 
This  Accounts  in  fome  Meafure  for  that  general 
Propenfity  to  Virtue,  in  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom, 
efpecially  in  the  Metropolis  ;  infomuch,  that  an  In- 
vader would  be  aflonifhed  to  find  fo  few  Men  of 
abandoned  Charadlers,  or  defperate  Fortunes,  rea- 
dy to  avail  themfelves  of  a  publick  Confufion. 

The  Difpatch  with  which  all  national  Affatrs  are 
tranfaded,  is  fo  remarkable,  that  foreign  Courts 
have  no  other  Way  of  accounting  for  it,  than  by 
fuppofing  our  Miniilers  in  one  inceifant  Hurry. 
Every  interefling  Intelligence  is  forthwith  applied  to 
the  Benefit  of  the  Public.  We  had  a  memorable 
Inftance  of  this  in  the  Advices  which  were  received 
of  the  French  Encroachments  in  America.  The 
moft  effedual  Meafures  were  immediately  taken 
to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  the  Enemy,  as  foon  as  it 
was  known  that  a  Fort  had  been  erected  upon  the 
Briti(}j  Territory. 

The  Meafures  to  fecure  Dominions,  unconnedt- 
cd  with  Great  Britain^  are  indeed  faid  to  have  been 
taken  before  any  due  Provifion  had  been  made  to 
fecure  the  Britifb  Dominions.  But  the  Inference  to 
be  drawn  from  hence  does  Honour  to  our  Admini- 
ff  ration,  for  it  is  an  Evidence,  that  the  Principles  of 
Juftice  and  Gratitude  are  more  adive  in  their 
Breads,  than  the  national  Part  of  the  Principle  of 
Self-Prefervation. 

There 
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There  are  befides  uncommon  Marks  of  W'lC- 
dom  in  this  Piece  of  Condudl.  It  was  neceflary  to 
Contradl  the  Danger,  which  appeared  fo  Extenfive, 
at  the  Beginning  of  tlie  Rupture.  And  though  the 
Spot,  whence  it  was  driven,  was  not,  ftridly  fpeak- 
ing,  BritiJJj  Territory,  yet  by  that  Teeming  Difper- 
fion  of  our  Strength,  in  the  fubfidiary  Engagements 
on  the  Continent,  we  enjoy  the  national  Glory,  of 
having  bid  Defiance  to  the  Enemy,  by  fending  a- 
broad  the  Wealth,  which  fhould  defend  us  at  Home. 
It  was  to  all  Europe  a  fignal  Inftance  of  the  Superi- 
ority of  our  Councils,  as  well  as  Riches.  We  have 
provided  for  a  War  on  the  Continent,  which  Mea- 
lure  proclaims  our  Strength  j  and  if  the  Enemy 
fhould  find  us  not  quite  fo  powerfully  fecured  at 
Home,  yet  he  will  be  ftruck  with  Terror  at  the 
Excefs  of  our  Courage  and  Refblution. 

DiSAFiECTio>r,  is  a  Word,  of  which  the  Mean- 
ing is  very  near  forgot ;  for  Names  mufl  die,  when 
the  Things  fignifitd  by  them  ceafe  to  exift.  A 
great  Majority  of  the  Whigs  have  laid  afide  their 
Principles,  and  mofh  of  the  Tories  have  laid  afide 
their  Profelfion.  It  is  an  impertinent  Inquiry,  which 
Party  has  made  the  greater  Sacrifice,  fince  the  hap- 
py Effect  of  thefe  mutual  ConcefTions  hath  been, 
that  the  Principles  of  the  Whigs,  and  the  Name 
of  the  Tories,  no  longer  obftruct  the  Peace  and  Una- 
nimity of  this  Nation.  Some  litde  Diflindion  will 
flill  fubfift ;  but  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  this, 
that  Whigs  are  characterized  by  their  Conformity 
to  Tories  ;  and  Tories  are  known  by  the  OfHci- 
oufnefs  with  which  they  affume  the  Name  of 
Whigs, 

The  Bone  of  Contention  being  thus  broken,  the 
Exceffes  of  either  Side  are  no  longer  alarming.  If 
a  Whig  fliould  plead  the  Caufe  of  the  Conflitution, 
with  a  Sublimity  of  Thouglu  and  Language,  which 
could  not  flow  merely  from  Abilities,  natural  or  ac- 
quired. 
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Quired,  which  muft  therefore  be  the  Effufion  of  1 
Heart  warmed  with  Zer^I  for  his  Country,  the  gene- 
ral Oblervation  would  be,  that  he  makes  no  Im-* 
prelfion.  If  a  Gentleman  of  oppofite  Principles 
fhould  flip  inadvertently  into  his  old  ProfelTions,  it 
is  probable,  that  he  likewile  would  make  no  Im- 
preffion.  He  would  excite  neither  Caution,  nor 
Sufpicion  ;  it  being  evident  beyond  all  Doubt,  that 
the  Number  of  fufpicious  Men  in  this  Kingdom  is 
now  reduced  to  Units. 

Hence  it  is  juflly  df^emed  Slander  to  impute  to 
any  Man  Unconftitutional  Principles,  The  only 
pollible  Support  of  fuch  a  Charge  muft  be  legal  Evi-' 
dence,  which  cannot  in  every  Cafe  be  produced, 
and  might  be  refuted  by  this  Confideration,  that 
Perfons  of  all  Principles,  as  well  as  Perfons  of  none, 
are  known  to  be  ready  and  willing  to  enter  into  the 
Service  of  the  Government. 

But  befides  all  this,  the  Futility  of  fuch  a  Charge 
would  appear  from  the  Number  and  the  Sincerity 
of  Converts,  who  having  changed  their  Profeffion 
upon  no  other  Motive  than  the  lober  Conviction  of 
their  own  Minds,  may  be,  and  are,  as  confidently 
relied  on,  as  the  mofl  known  adlive  Friends  to  our 
happy  Eftablifhment.  The  Hiftory  of  Converts  of 
all  Kinds  is  a  {landing  Evidence  of  this  Truth. 
They  arefometimes  fo  extravagant  in  their  Zeal, 
that  one  might  fufped  them  of  intending^to  bur- 
lefque  their  new  Syftem,  were  it  not  an  undoubted 
Fadl,  that  their  Minds  are  totally  divefled  of  the 
old  one. 

To  account  for  the  Force,  with  which  a  Conver- 
fion  operates,  is  not  an  eafy  Tafk  ;  nor. does  it 
fall  diredly  within  the  Defign  of  this  Piece.  It 
fuflRciently  manifefts  the  Strength  of  our  prefent 
Conftitution,  to  obferve  that  we  have  many  Con- 
verts, and  fome  fo  eminent  for  their  Departure  from 
the  flrongeft  Bias,  that  they  are  now,  in  this  Time 

of 
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of  Danger,  more  the  Objecfls  of  Confidence,  than 
even  thofe  whofe  Integrity  was  never  Blemifhcd, 
never  Siifpedted. 

These  feveral  Obfervations  upon  the  State  of  the 
Nation,  it  Teemed  expedient  to  lay  before  the  Pub- 
lic at  this  Time,  in  order  to  abate,  or,  if  pollible, 
to  remove  our  Fears.  Had  it  been  at  all  the  De- 
fign  of  the  Writer  to  be  ludicrous,  he  might  have 
furnifhed  much  higher  Entertainment  for  his  Coun- 
trymen, by  defcribing  the  Terrors  of  a  Fretub 
Army,  when  refifted  by  the  flrfl  Village  after  their 
Landing;  or  the  ridiculous  Figure  they  will  make, 
in  their  March  to  the  Capital,  as  Prifoners  of  War. 
But  as  the  Subjed  will  not  decently  admit  of  Ridi- 
cule, it  may  be  a  more  folid  Foundation  for  Cou- 
rage, to  reprefent  the  happy  State  of  the  Nation, 
in  a  true  Light. 

To  treat  an  Enemy  contemptiioufly,  who  might, 
if  we  were  not  thus  internally  invincible,  foon  fhew 
ais,  how  much  we  were  miflaken  in  our  Opinion 
both  of  ourfclves  and  him,  is  Vanity,  not  Courage. 
But  to  fur\'ey  the  Kingdom,  the  Character  of  the 
People,  and  of  their  Governors  ;  and  upon  finding, 
that  we  have  a  Security  unknown  to  former  Ages, 
or  other  Nations,  to  take  Courage  and  repel  tlie 
Audacious  Invadtr,  this  is  Manly  Bntijb  Fortitude. 

A  Nation  fb  conftituted,  fo  governed,  fo  well 
difpofed,  fo  well  contented  and  lb  well  affeded,  as 
every  Man  in  Great  Britain  is  at  this  Period,  ha-^ 
nothing  to  fear.  The  Enemy  will  find  himl'elf  re- 
duced to  the  Exercife  of  mere  Brute  Force,  which 
never  yet  prevailed  againft  Wifdom  and  Virtue, 
againft  Union  and  Public  Spirit.  Whilft  the  People 
have  fo  much  Rcafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  Integri- 
ty and  Difintereftednefs  of  their  Rulers,  there  is  no 
Doubt,  but  they  will  facrifice  their  Vitals  upon  the 
Occafion.  How  much  the  Great  will  facrifice,  de- 
pends upon   another  Qutflion,     how    much    they 
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have  ?  Their  Lives  they  will  certainly  confider  as  a 
Trifle,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  Pleafure  they 
take  in  endangermg  their  Lives,  upon  Occafions 
much  lefs  noble,  than  the  Defence  of  their  Coun- 
try ;  and,  conlidering  how  precarious  and  infirm  the 
vital  Subftance  of  moft  of  thofe  Great  Perfonages 
is'  As  to  their  Fortunes,  they  will  lay  them  at  the 
King's  Feet,  in  a  Purfe,  as  chearfully,  as  in  an  Ad- 
drefs.  Thofe  who  diflipate  their  Fortunes,  can 
hardly  be  faid  to  value  them  ;  and  thofe  who  make 
their  Inheritance  depend  upc^n  the  Caft  of  a  Dye, 
will  doubtleis  not  be  over  tenacious  of  it,  when 
their  Country  is  at  Stake.  Their  Public  Emolu- 
ments they  may  perhaps  not  treat  with  quite  the 
fame  Indifference.  It  is  well  known,  that  every 
Man's  Salary  is  an  Acquifition  of  his  own,  and  is 
therefore  extremely  dear  to  him,  efpecially  as  it  is  a 
genuine  Image  of  his  Merit.  But  confidering  the 
probity  and  Public  Spirit  of  the  Times,  as  they  are 
above  reprefented,  it  is  to  the  higheft  Degree  im- 
probable, that  any  Man  will,  in  a  Time  of  Dan- 
ger, make  a  Property  of  his  Country  ;  or  that  a  Set 
of  Heroes,  who  difdain  the  Confideration  of  Life 
and  Fortune,  fhould  traiteroufly  ftipulate  an  Equi- 
valent for  their  Places  and  Penfions. 


FINIS. 


